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banks of Godavari and commenced tapas in an islet nearby.
He was subsisting on plantain fruits there for some days and
when they were not available, he ate up the peels and
contracted dysentry thereby. He then stopped the Japa and
went to a village called Kesanakurru for treatment. While
undergoing treatment he began learning Tarka and Vedanta
from a famous savant of that village. He learnt those subjects
in two months while two years would be too short a period
for others to master them. While at Kaluvarayi, Ganapati
studied Paanini (grammer) in about three months and on the
Telugu New year's day (1900) proceeded to Mandasa.

Mandasa was a town where Andhra and Oriya customs
and cultures converge. The Raja of Mandasa was a patron of
letters.

On every New Year Day the Raja held a Durbar. An
Ashtaavadhana by Ganapati was part of the programme that
year. Ganapati's performance surpassed all others and the
Raja wished to retain him in Mandasa. The son of the Raja
one day requested Ganapati to initiate him into
Sivapancaaksari Mantra. But Ganapati advised him to obtain
the permission of the Raja first and the Raja in turn sought
the permission of the family preceptor. The family preceptor
was a Vaishnavite. He objected to the Rajakumar being
initiated into Sivapancaaksari, which, according to him would
be inauspicious for him. The family preceptor was also afraid
that his hold on the Raja's family would weaken thereby. So
the Raja held a meeting of pandits to discuss whether
Pancaksaari Mantrra was inauspicious. The family preceptor,
unable to convince the gathering about the validity of his
arguments, attempted to silence Ganapati by Vaagbandhana
Mantra (Mantra which silences the opponent). But it had no
effect on Ganapati. Ganapati enlightened him saying that a
Mantra would be effective only with the pure minded. The
Rajakumar thus become his disciple.
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